
1

SRWRA
Annual Report 
2014/15



2



3

SRWRA is a regional subsidiary established by the Cities 
of Onkaparinga, Marion and Holdfast Bay, pursuant to 
Section 43 of the Local Government Act, 1999.

Under our Charter, SRWRA is responsible for providing 
and operating waste management services on behalf of 
our constituent Councils.

At a practical level, our core business activity is the 
management of our wholly-owned SRWRA Landfill and 
Recycling Operation employing innovative resource 
recovery approaches in managing all products and 
materials as valuable and finite resources. This is one of 
the State’s major landfill operations currently receiving 
around 125,000 tonnes of waste annually.

Since 1996 the Authority has been extracting landfill 
gas (methane) through its gas management plant. In 
the 2014/15 financial year, Energy Developments Ltd 
(EDL) generated over 18,000MWh from the SRWRA 
Landfill facility, equivalent to powering more than 2,500 
local homes.  As a result more than 6.8m cubic metres 
of methane from the SRWRA’s Landfill Gas site was 
consumed, CO2 abatement equivalent to taking 26,000 
cars off the road.

The SRWRA’s joint venture operation with Integrated 
Waste Services (IWS) has developed through 2014 
with significant improvements in the recycling 
programme and the construction of the jointly operated 
Southern Recycling Centre (SRC) which is due to be 
commissioned early 2016.

Constituent Councils:

Joint Venture Partner:
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Chairman’s  
Message

The Board of the Southern Region Waste Resource 
Authority is very conscious of its responsibility for 
the provision of long term waste disposal facilities in 
southern Adelaide.

We are very conscious also of the need to ensure 
that the Authority is well placed to respond to the 
changing needs of the community and our Constituent 
Councils with respect to waste disposal.  As a result 
our focus has increasingly moved towards greater 
resource recovery in recognition of the regulatory and 
societal forces which are impacting upon the operating 
environment.

This focus will only intensify in coming years as the 
Authority responds to the commercial opportunities 
created by theses changes with the planned opening 
of the Southern Recycling Centre in 2016.  This will be 
the largest waste processing facility in the southern 
metropolitan area and in conjunction with our joint 
venture partners, Integrated Waste Services and Veolia, 
we will have a facility which will have the ability to 
recycle more than 75% of the waste received rather 
than disposing of this to landfill, which of course will 
also assist in extending the life of the facility.

We are also very focused on ensuring our facilities 
are operated efficiently and cost effectively and I 
am pleased to report that we continue to identify 
improvements in our operations that will assist to 
contain future cost increases for the benefit of the 
southern area and our owners.

Our financial performance reflects these efforts and it 
was pleasing to record a surplus of $2.792 million and 
to be able to increase the net equity of the Authority 

by $2.592 million, this will assist to ensure that our 
future post closure obligations are fully funded and the 
operations are not a burden on future generations.

This of course is only made possible through the hard 
work of our very capable staff, led by the Executive 
Officer Mark Hindmarsh, and through the dedication 
of the Board who ensure that the Authority is well 
positioned strategically and commercially to deliver the 
objectives set out within our Charter.  In extending my 
thanks to each member of the Board it is important to 
also note the outstanding service of Carol Bouwens and 
Jim Huckstepp who both retired as board members 
during the year and that of retiring deputy board 
members Cherylin Connor and Sharon Nash, their 
contribution over many years has been greatly valued.

The Board continues to examine opportunities that 
will assist to minimise the waste sent to landfill and to 
explore changes in technology that could benefit all 
of the operations on the site.  This is reflected in the 
development of a new Strategic Plan which articulates 
the future directions of the Authority.

On behalf of the Board it gives me great pleasure 
to submit the Annual Report for the 2015 financial 
year and to confirm that the Southern Region Waste 
Resource Authority continues to fulfil the objectives and 
responsibilities outlined in its Charter in a fiscally and 
environmentally responsible manner.
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Board of  Management 
as at June 30th 2015

Chairperson

Members

Deputy Members

Mark Booth

Steve Mathewson 
City of  Onkaparinga

Vincent Mifsud 
City of  Marion

Ian Walker 
City of  Holdfast Bay

Linda Yates 
City of  Holdfast Bay

John Smedley 
City of  Holdfast Bay

Nick Kerry 
City of  Marion

Heidi Greaves 
City of  Onkaparinga

Kirk Richardson 
City of  Onkaparinga

Ian Crossland 
City of  Marion
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Executive Officer’s  
Message
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The 2014/15 year has been an exciting culmination 
and eventful year for the Authority.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to extend my thanks to the SRWRA 
staff and Board members for their hard work and 
contribution over the past twelve months placing the 
Authority on such a strong strategic and financial footing 
to meet the challenges ahead.

A key focus area this year has been on developing 
a strong strategic direction to ensure we focus our 
service on offering our Constituent Councils and clients’ 
integrated and sustainable waste management solutions 
for the life of the Landfill and beyond.  With this ethos in 
mind, the Authority has made significant improvements 
to the Landfill engineering and operations over the past 
12 months which have doubled the operational lifespan 
of the Landfill operation and strengthened the core 
activities of the Authority.

The SRWRA’s dedicated team have been integral 
to the momentum of efficiencies and continuous 
improvements across the administration and operations 
of the SRWRA Landfill and Recycling Operations 
assisting in SRWRA’s commitment and responsibilities 
to environmental management and its Constituent 
Councils.  

The Authority has seen the completion of a number of 
projects and the start of a number of new developments 
this year.  As part of the continued development of 
the Authority the strategic vision is for SRWRA to be 
a leader in employing innovative resource recovery 
approaches. This has been outlined in the 2015 
Waste Management Strategic Plan (WMSP) and has 
been adopted by the SRWRA Board as part of the 
commitment SRWRA has to providing a sustainable and 
innovative waste management service to its Constituent 
Councils and the broader community.  The Strategic 
Plan outlines the strategies and measurable actions for 
the Authority to be undertaken over the next five years 
2015-2020 and beyond. 

The Landfill will continue to play a central role as a 
mainstay solution for disposing of residual waste, noting 
the need to continue to invest in the high standard 
operational practices and systems that minimise 
environmental impact and maximise resource recovery.  
This has been complimented through our successful 
joint venture partnership with Integrated Waste Services 
(IWS) and continued development of the recycling 
operations at the Pedlar Creek facility.  The 2014/15 
year has seen the development of the Southern 
Recycling Centre take shape with the construction 
of the Recycling facility due for completion in early 
2016.  The Recycling facility has a key role in managing 
the impact and development of the Authority’s waste 
management and recycling operations.

The combination of the SRWRA Board and Joint 
Venture Board brings an excellent balance for the 
Authority offering fresh perspectives and a myriad 
of experience from Local Government and Private 
Enterprise.  This is further enhanced by the support 
and guidance received by the SRWRA Audit Committee 
which consists of external representation from each of 
the Constituent Councils. The Audit Committee add 
a valuable support function to the SRWRA Board and 
Executive Officer in the management of the Authority’s 
risk profiles.

Following the Council elections in November 2014  
the SRWRA Board Membership changed in 2014/15.  
I would like to personally thank the outgoing Board 
Members and Deputy Members; Carol Bouwens, Jim 
Huckstepp, Cherylin Connor and Sharon Nash for their 
outstanding contribution to SRWRA over a number 
of years.  The SRWRA welcomed the following new 
Board Members and Deputy Members; Lynda Yates, 
Ian Crossland, John Smedley, Nick Kerry and Heidi 
Greaves.

I am pleased to report that the 2014/15 financial 
period for the Authority showed an operating surplus of 
$2,792,000 for the year ended 30th June 2015.  This 
is an excellent result, built around the improvements 
and efficiencies of the operations over the past 
twelve months.  The Authority continues to operate 
a reasonable commercial return to the Constituent 
Councils whilst ensuring there are adequate financial 
reserves to meet future developments and post closure 
requirements showing a distribution of $200,000 to 
Member Councils for the period.  A complete copy of 
the Audited Financial Statements for 2014/15 form part 
of this report.

In the continued development of the SRWRA’s 
community educational initiatives each year the 
Authority writes to all the local primary schools in the 
Constituent Council areas promoting the Les Perry 
Memorial Grant Programme.  Schools in the Constituent 
Council areas are encouraged to apply to the Authority 
for a grant of approximately $500 each to focus on 
recycling and educating children on the importance 
of recycling and re-use of common household waste 
materials.

I look forward to leading the Authority through the 
challenges of the year ahead.

Executive Officer’s  
Message



8

Operations  
Manager Message

SRWRA is constantly reviewing operating practices to 
ensure a modern facility is provided for our Constituent 
Councils and Customers. Monitoring and maintenance 
programmes ensure there is little disruption to the 
rural environment surrounding the Landfill Site and 
the operations team strive to manage the synergy 
and impact of the site and the surrounding area in 
conjunction with the Authority’s legislative requirements.

A net total of 106,520 tonnes of waste was received at 
the Landfill site this financial year.  It is anticipated that 
with the construction of the Southern Recycling Centre 
that waste to the Landfill will continue to reduce year on 
year as the recycling operation grows.

The capping of the Northern Area and Cell 2 within 
the SRWRA site was completed last year with the 
planting of over 7000 trees and native plants.  These 
plantings have now become very established and give 
an excellent balance to the site, with over 40 Acres now 
acting as a nature reserve.  This has attracted a large 
number of native birds and animals to the area. 

2014/15 has been a busy period for the SRWRA 
operational team with the site operations supporting 
the construction and development of both the 
Southern Recycling Facility and the new SRWRA Office 
building.  The operations have been instrumental to the 
construction and engineering of the groundworks for 
the new facilities meaning most of the works have been 
carried out internally which has been a significant cost 
saving to the Authority.

The operations have also been responsible for the 
design and construction of a new stormwater system at 
the site which has had a very positive effect on the site 
Leachate levels showing a significant reduction in the 
Leachate dam.  

The three principal goals for the site operations are 
safety, regulatory compliance and managing the 
Airspace for the Authority.  The site continues to 
improve its recycling rate which has a positive impact 
on the site compaction rate.  The site conducts 
regular surveys to track how operational changes are 
impacting waste density and this is complimented by 
the use of the Tarpo-matic cover system and accurate 
site mapping which has assisted in increasing the 
compaction ratio of the Landfill.  

The work done over the past twelve months has helped 
to develop a great foundation for the Authority to 
develop and manage the challenges ahead.  I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank the SRWRA Board, 
Executive Officer and the SRWRA team for their support 
and encouragement over the past twelve months and I 
look forward to engaging with the challenges ahead.
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SRWRA
General Purpose Financial Report
For the year ended 30 June 2015
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Attendance at Board Meetings 
 

   July 2014 – June 2015 
BOARD MEETINGS A B 
BOARD MEMBERS   
Chairman Mark Booth 8 8 
Carol Bouwens             (Jul 2014 – Nov 2014) 4 3 
Ian Walker 8 6 
Kirk Richardson 8 7 
Vincent Mifsud 8 8 
Jim Huckstepp              (Jul 2014 - Nov 2014) 4 4 
Steve Matthewson  8 6 
Lynda Yates                  (Nov 2014 – Jun 2015) 4 4 
Ian Crossland                (Nov 2014 – Jun 2015) 4 3 
DEPUTY BOARD MEMBERS   
Cheryl Connor              (Jul 2014  - Nov 2014) 4 3 
Sharon Nash                  (Jul 2014 - Nov 2014) 4 0 
Lynda Yates                  (Jul 2014 - Nov 2014) 4 3 
Nick Kerry                    (Nov 2014 – Jun 2015) 4 1 
John Smedley                (Nov 2014 – Jun 2015) 4 2 
Heidi Greaves               (Nov 2014 – Jun 2015) 4 0 

 
A = Number of meetings held during the period 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 during the time the Board Member or the             
Deputy Board Member was a member of the Board. 
 
B = Number of meetings attended by the Board Member or Deputy Board Member from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015. 
 
Attendance at Audit Committee Meetings 
 
JULY 2013 – JUNE 2014 
AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETINGS A B 
Chairman Greg Connor 4 3 
Vicki Brown 4 4 
David Powell 4 4 
Mark Booth 4 2 
Steve Matthewson 4 3 

 
A = Number of meetings held during the period 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 during the time the Audit Committee 
Member was a member of the Committee. 
 
B = Number of meetings attended by the Audit Committee Board Member from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015. 
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SRWRA 112 Bakewell Drive, Seaford Heights SA 5169 
T (08) 8327 0304 E info@srwra.com.au W srwra.com.au

SRWRA Constituent Councils


